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The Book of 2 Peter
Study Guide

Chapter 3

Having warned believers about false teachers arising in their congregations, Peter now offers
another reminder to his audience.

Read 3:1-7

v 1-2  Peter aims to refresh the readers' memories and keep their minds pure and focused. He directs
them back to the ancient words of the Old Testament prophets. He anchors them to the
authoritative teachings and commands delivered by Yeshua's apostles. Notice that this
authority is present in all of the apostles, not just Peter as the supposed first pope.

This serves as a warning and defense strategy against the false teachers mentioned in the
previous chapters.We are to give full weight only to the message of the writers of the Old
and New Testaments, not that of common humans.

v 3-4 In the New Testament and Jewish thought, the "last days" (or "latter days") does not refer to
a brief period right before the end of the world. Instead, it refers to the entire historical era
that began with Yeshua’s first coming and will conclude with His second coming. So, when
Peter uses the term, he means that the final chapter of human history has already arrived,
and his readers are living in it.

This understanding is consistent with Acts 2:17, when on the day of Shavuot/Pentecost, Peter
explained what was transpiring by showing how the prophet Joel declared: "In the last days, God
says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.". Likewise, in Hebrews 1:2 the author wrote that
God spoke through prophets in the past, "but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son."

So, here in verse 3, Peter emphasizes that in the "last days," people will come who mock the
faith, entirely driven by their own sinful desires. These skeptics will mockingly ask, "Where
is this 'coming' he promised?" They argue that life just goes on as it always has. And they
point out that generations ("the ancestors") have died, yet everything in nature and human
history remains exactly the same as it was since the beginning of creation.The implied
conclusion is that Yeshua is never actually coming back.

v5  Peter argues that the skeptics are deliberately overlooking historical facts, which implies that
they want to ignore God's accountability. He then refutes the scoffers’ argument by pointing
to two major cosmic interventions by God: one in the past (the Flood) and one in the future
(the Final Judgment).

He reminds his readers that the universe did not just appear, nor has it always been stable on
its own. The heavens and the earth were formed long ago by God’s spoken word. He notes
that the earth was formed out of water and by water. Peter introduces water here because it
is the very element God would later use for judgment.

v o6 The scoffers claim that nature is uniform and never changes, but Peter points to the great
disruption of uniformity during the Great Flood of Noah’s day. By the very same water used
in creation, and by the command of God, the ancient world was destroyed.
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The point is that God has intervened in human history before to judge sin. History is not a
flat, uninterrupted line all the way back to Creation; God has pressed the "reset button" once
already.

v7 Peter then connects the past destruction to the future destiny of our current universe. The
very same divine "word" that created the world and commanded the Flood is currently
holding the present heavens and earth in place. They are being stored up or "kept" for a
specific destiny. While the ancient world was destroyed by water, the present world is being
reserved for fire, which will be unleashed on the "day of judgment and destruction of the
ungodly."

v8 Peter addresses the agonizing perception that Yeshua is taking too long to return by shifting
his tone from aggressively refuting the scoffers to tenderly comforting his readers. He
explains the delay by revealing God’s relationship to time and God’s posture toward
humanity. He echoes Psalm 90:4 by stating: "With the Lord a day is like a thousand years,
and a thousand years are like a day." This shows that God is outside of time; in fact, He
created it. He does not experience the passage of time with the same anxiety, boredom, or
impatience that humans do.

To a human, a two-thousand-year delay feels like an eternity of abandonment. To God, it is
practically a blink of an eye. Conversely, God can accomplish in a single day what humans
think would take a millennium. Therefore, measuring God's faithfulness by a human
calendar is a fundamental category mistake.

v9 The scoffers look at the passing centuries and conclude that God is breaking His promises.
Peter fiercely corrects this false understanding of slowness, which is commonly perceived to
result from a lack of ability, laziness, forgetfulness, or a change of mind. God’s delay is
none of these. It is not an inability to execute His plan, but a deliberate, calculated pause.

The Greek word used for "patient" or "longsuffering" (makrothumeo) literally means "long-
tempered." It implies holding back anger or judgment when there is ample justification to
strike. In other words, God is actively restraining His judgment.

Peter then reveals the brilliant theological reason why the universe is still standing: God is
"patient toward you, not wanting anyone to perish, but for all to come to repentance." The delay
is an act of supreme grace. God keeps history moving forward because there are still people—
including, potentially, some of the very readers Peter is addressing—who need time to repent.

This aligns with Ezekiel 33:11, where God declares: "I take no pleasure in the death of the
wicked." Instead, He stretches out the timeline to maximize the opportunity for human
rescue.

There is a profound irony in Peter's argument. The scoffers are using the very tool of God’s
mercy (His patient delay) as a weapon to mock His existence. They say, "He isn't coming
back," failing to realize that the only reason they are still alive to say that is because He is
holding back the fire out of love for them. What human beings misinterpret as divine apathy is
actually divine patience and love.



A Study in First and Second Peter Galen Peterson

3:10-13

v 10

v1l

v12

v 13

Peter contrasts God’s patient delay with the absolute certainty and terrifying reality of the
end of the world. He shifts his focus from explaining why the Day of the Lord is delayed to
describing what will happen when it arrives, driving home the ethical implications for how
believers should live right now.

Borrowing an image used by Yeshua (Mat 24:43) and Paul (1 Thes 5:2), Peter emphasizes
that the end will be completely unexpected and unannounced because a thief does not send a
warning. The judgment will catch the world totally off guard.

The "Day of the Lord" is a heavy prophetic term referring to the ultimate day of divine
reckoning, vindication, and cosmic cleanup. Peter uses extraordinarily vivid, almost
apocalyptic vocabulary to describe a total, structural dissolution of the material world.
When he states that the "elements will be destroyed by fire," the word for "elements"
(stoicheia) can mean the basic atomic building blocks of the physical world or the celestial
bodies of stars and planets.

Whichever Peter intended, the implication is a total molecular meltdown. The phrase "the
earth and its works will be burned up" means the physical stage of human history will be
stripped away, leaving every human action, secret sin, and historical event completely
exposed before the judgment seat of God. There will be nowhere left to hide.

The logical conclusion is that if the material world is temporary and destined for a fiery
reset, it is foolish to invest one's soul in temporary, worldly pursuits or the sinful indulgence
championed by the false teachers.Ins tead, he commands them to live in "holy conduct,”
meaning set apart from the corruption of the world, and in “godliness” (eusebeia), literally
meaning “good reverence” toward the Master.

Peter now shifts his gaze to the ultimate goal of history. For believers, it means a radical
transition from fearful waiting to active anticipation, culminating in a perfectly renewed
universe. When he calls believers to be "looking for and hastening the coming of the day of
God," the Greek word for “hastening” (speudontas) means to urge on or accelerate.

But if God has already fixed a day for judgment on His calendar, how can humans "hasten"
it? In Jewish and early Christian thought, God's patience delays the end to allow for
repentance (as seen in verse 9). Therefore, when believers preach the Gospel, live holy lives,
pray, and witness to non-believers, it contributes toward gathering the full number of those
who will repent, and thus accelerating the arrival of God's Day.

He, then, repeats the intense imagery from verse 10 to emphasize that the current cosmic
structure must be entirely dismantled by God in a refining process that burns away the
pollution of sin, evil, and the curse of Genesis 3.

Peter echoes Isaiah 65:17 and 66:22 with the promise of a coming “new heavens and a new
earth.” Peter shows that a believer should not look toward the future with apocalyptic dread
or passive survivalism. Instead, the anticipation of a new universe "in which righteousness
dwells" transforms how believers ought to live right now.

We are to look past the temporary fire of judgment to the eternal beauty of the new creation,
using that hope as fuel to live righteously today.
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3:14-18

v 14 Peter transitions to his final pastoral appeals, grounding his deep theological exposition of
the end times into immediate, everyday action. In contrast to the "stains and blemishes" of
false teachers (2 Pet 2:13), he commands true believers to be the exact opposite — “spotless
and blameless.”That is the condition we are to be “found in” when Yeshua returns like a
thief.

v 15-16  Peter reiterates his thesis from verse 9, urging his readers to change their perspective on
time: "and count the patience of our Lord as salvation." So, instead of viewing the
passing of time with frustration, doubt, or anxiety, believers must look at every day the
world keeps spinning as the active, breathing space in which God is rescuing humanity.

Peter explicitly aligns his teaching with the Apostle Paul, providing immense depth
regarding how scripture was viewed in the first century. Despite past public
disagreements (such as Galatians 2), Peter displays profound unity, endorsing Paul as a
beloved brother and an authoritative voice speaking the same truth. Peter candidly
admits that in Paul's letters, there are "some things hard to understand." Paul’s deep
theological treatises on law, grace, and eschatology required careful study—they were
not meant for superficial reading.

Peter also notes that "the untaught and unstable twist" Paul's words, just as they do "the
rest of the Scriptures." By using this latter phrase, Peter elevates Paul’s writings to the
exact same inspired level as the Old Testament Torah and Prophets. That makes this
verse one of the earliest explicit anchors of New Testament canonization.

v 17  Peter delivers his conclusion, first by giving a sharp warning against falling away.The
phrase "knowing this beforehand" (proginosko — the origin of our English word prognosis)
means his readers have no excuse. Peter has fully exposed the false teachers' methods,
motives, and ultimate fiery doom. He warns against being carried away by the error of false
teachers, like being swept along by a massive, moving crowd or a rushing current.

v 18  And then, Peter offers a beautiful, classic doxology that provides the ultimate antidote to
deception, by growing in grace, which is deepening one's experience of God's unmerited
favor, and growing in knowledge, which means deepening our understanding the truth of
who Yeshua is and what He taught.

Peter ends the letter not with fear of destruction, but with a proclamation of worship,
acknowledging the eternal glory of Yeshua, two terms that confirms His divinity. So, rather
than looking at the end of the world as a terrifying void, Peter shifts the focus to the
beginning of an endless day where righteousness permanently dwells.



